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PhiLqont Scout  Ranch j s  a P37,0Cl0-acre t r a c t  of l and  near  
Cimarron, Sew 14ex5c09 cwmd and o p e ~ s t e d  by tne Foy Scouts 
of America, a s  a can? f i r  o l d e r  S c o u t s  and Explorers, 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  p~oviding boys w i t h  a vigasous progyax of outdoor 
a c t i v i t i e s ,  P h i l n c ~ ~  s f f e w  a we3.l-balanced trairiing program f o r  
vo lun tee r  leaders,  and i s  maintained as a ye3~- round  work ing  ranch. 

In 1841, a Spanisi l 2 n d  ; rant  of 96,000 a w e s  was inade t o  Carlos  
Reaubien ar:d :-ti3 ~ a l u ~ e  !?iranda of old ..",e:cico f o r  t h e  purpozc o f  
co lon iz in r  t h e  t c r r t f  o ~ y  with 'kxfczl!, c I t i z c r , ~ .  The -rant cons is  tcd  
of a h r c c  ~",:,zt;. d lanc? ~n t h e  ex*, ri lc cl̂  the 311;~r6: dc C r l s t o  

T v  * q \  > mountair, r,dnr r where Phlhont is ;;re.;cntly locatir!. L.J~;L~~ 

Lucien B. Yax.~e?.l, srolut, tranpel' and i o r v  t;m f r l end  t)f .;it  Carson, 
s e t t l e d  i n  the t e r s i t o r y  and married UeauPlien'3 d;iurntw, T'nrough 
h i s  marr iage he soon zame i n t o  possess j  nrl of Pedut  len s land, 2nd 
even tua l ly  bought ou t  *4iranda1s share .  I n  1546, t he  U, S, 
Government claimed the  t e r r i t o r y ,  A government survey showed 
t h a t  Maxweil's land contained nor2 t h a n  1,700,000 acres .  This 
caused l i t i g a t i o n ,  so  t h a t  t n e  ? ran+ ,  was not  confirmed u n t i l  1360 
a f t e ?  which i t  was ret~amed the  _*I.: c - j e i l  Land Grant. In 1969, due 
t o  the c o n f l i c t  3 v e r  l an4  t i t l e s  ar& tinber and m i n l n ~ r  opera t ions ,  
Maxvell--the l a r g e s t  indivi,d~i,zl l a r d  m 2 d e r  i n  Kortr! kwrica-- 
s o l d  his i n t e r e s t  f o r  '~ ' ;?:J,L' \~ , I t   ins i y:.y,i:.S t o 1  y r ~ j o l d  t o  
an  m g l l s h  s y n d l - a t e  f u r  di>a~i I,: t he ELY>~~:I+,. ;. 1 SL I, a:] 3)h':anona 
bus i  ness-man, ' k i t e  Y t ~ l l i p s ,  i < )  ~ - 1  t t ! . ~  l ini ,r;. ,:,, :.e uacd fc -  
farmine, l i v e s t o c k  operat, ions,  an4 A n C d t , l ~ i 2  h i ) ~ i 3 ~  

I n  1938, Waite Pilllips-mi:] order ; k i l t  " ~ u n y ,  ra thcr  ciian few'' 
should p r o f i t  from h i s  resourceful i?r!r?--donaLed 3s9;957 acres of 
t h e  most scenic ,  best--Lnproved port ion of t h i s  estate? to the Boy 
Scouts  of  h e r i c a ,  This  section of l and  became the "Phil turn 
(after  the b e n e f a c t o r ' s  naiie and "Good Turn") Rockyrnountain 
Scoutca!p", 

I n  1341, M r .  1% i l l i p s  donat-d ad,! it:onal. bar:-i, res idence ,  and ranch 
bu i ld ings ,  l i v e s t o c x  and o p e r ~  t ing ranch q a i p r n m t  contiguous t o  
P h i l t u r n ,  b r ing ing  t h e  total. se-eage t o  1 2 7 .  0 0 0  The canp m s  r e -  
named "Phibnont Scout Ranch", A1; t nc  smi? t L m ,  he gave thc  7'07 
Scouts of bbw?isa %5c. P h i l t o w c r  7u-ld ,n;: in Tulsa, Oklahsa~a  as a n  
endoment ,  t h e  ineorw f'ron ..:lt:b:rl 1s t l b d  tc; opwatc: and d ~ v t l s p  
t h e  cavp. 

CLXMATX Philmont has  an  annual  ralnfel L or' 16 ~ n c h c s ;  days are hos, n i g h t s  
AND cool.  
TOPO- 
GR4PHY The western boundary f o l i o ~ + s  the  Iu,c~!:c,ne of tht? Cimarron and 

Agua F r i a  Mountains, ~f fstim+,s o: t he  L~a:lqre de Cr is t o ,  The land 



VOLUNTEER 
TM IN ING 

i s  abundznt wi th  jun iper ,  p ine ,  oak, spruce, f i r  and aspen, as 
we l l  as over  a hundred v a r i e t i e s  of p l a n t s  and grasses ,  E leva t ign  
ranges from 6,b00 t o  over 12,000 f e e t  above sea  l e v e l ,  The h ighes t  
p o i n t  i s  Ealdy Plountxin, 12 ,bLl f e e t ,  The mountains a r e  i n t e r s p e r s e d  
wi th  s tony ,  bald-fseed b u t t e s ,  t h e  most prsn inent  of which i s  the 
"Tooth sf T i x s " ,  

Two r i v e r s  flora tnrough t h e  Scout Camp, the  Cimarron and Rayado. 
Over 1,100 a c r e s  of graz ing  land a r e  i r r i g a t e d .  

The 13rgesLt and s m a l l e s t  of mammals--the bu f fa lo  and shrew-are 
found a t  Philmont. There a r e  60 s p e c i e s  of m a m m a l s  i n  a l l ,  p l u s  
9 species of s q u i r r e l s ,  a dozen of mice, 16  kinds of b a t s ,  and over  
200 kinds of  b i r d s .  

Over 3,000 inule dee r  have been recorded, 

The Phlliqont c a ~ y i n g  season is open f r o n  June 13 t o  August 31. 
8 3 7 1 i c m t s  .-:itst be r a ~ i s l e r e d  mmbers of t h e  Boy Scouts  of h e r i c a  
and a t  least 14 years  of age. Cater ing t o  cha r t e r ed  u n i t s ,  Philmont 
has  no maximum s ize  f o r  groups, Mintmum s i z e  groap i s  one a d u l t  
l e a d e r  and two boys. Each group mu:;t have i t s  own a d u l t  l e a d e r  2 1  
yea r s  o r  o lder .  

A Philmont expedi t ion  l a s t s  12 days. During t h i s  ti;ne t h e  boys hike 
and cam:, a long  the rugged mountair; t r a i l s .  A c t i v i t i e s  emphasize 
h ik ing ,  mountain climbing, f i s h i n g ,  conservat ion,  Moskeet, gold- 
panning, archeology,  horseback r i d i n g ,  and t r a i n i n g  i n  va r ious  
Scouting s k i l l s .  Boys a r e  a b l e  t o  explore many e x c i t i n g  p l aces  of 
i n t e r e s t .  

Since She camp's incept ion,  more than 153,000 men and boys have 
a t tended .  

During tna  expedition boys r e c e i . ~ e  t r a i n i n g  i n  wi lderness  s a n i t a t i o n ,  
Dutch oven cooking, axemanshi?, f o o t  ca re ,  back-packing, b u r r o  
packing and how t o  use a may, and compass. Veteran ~ a n g l f 3 r f i  i n s t r u c t  
boys on how t o  handle a horse.  A ranger  accompanies each expedi t ion  
f o r  t h e  f i r s t  few days, 

The Volunteer Tra in ing  Center i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  f o r  men, a l though 
f a m i l i e s  may p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  program. It i s  a family-centered, 
vacation-type t r a i n i n g  experience. While t h e  man i s  l ea rn ing  the re  
a r e  a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  t h e  family.  

Courses are tauqht i n  Leadershi?, Organizati3n and Lktcnsion, 
Caqin. ; ,  ;!ezlth and Safety,  Consc~va t ion ,  Finance, Publ ic  
i i e l a t i ons ,  and var ious  Scouting programs, 

F a c i l i t i e s  inc lude  a r e c r e a t i m  bui ld ing ,  playground f o r  ch i ld ren ,  
nursery,  d in ing  h a l l s ,  conference rooms, Families l i v e  i n  t e n t  
c i t i e s .  U t i l i t y  bu i ld ings  provide showers, r e f r i g e r a t o r s  and 
au tona t i c  washers. 
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Activit ies f e a tu r e  t ou r s  of the ranch ,  h ikes ,  c  rat ' ts,  horseback 

riding,  ba rbecues ,  p a r t i e s ,  and squa re  dancing. 

Boys over  14 whose f ami l i e s  attend volunteer t ra in ing m a y  take a  
6-day mountain t rek .  

Under the l eadersh ip  of the ranch superintendent,  the ranch  ha s  y e a r -  
round responsibi l i ty  fo r  the f a r m s  and o r cha rds ,  t imbe r  management ,  
ca t t le ,  sheep ,  h o r s e s ,  conservat ion and range management .  During 
the s u m m e r  a  Conservat ion Work Camp i s  operated whe re  boys m a y  
l e a r n  fundamental  methods of conservation.  The ranch  mainta ins  
the l a r g e s t  remu6.a of saddle  ho r se s - -nea r l y  300--of any rar,ch in  
New Mexico, and a  pack s t r ing  of 250 bu r ro s .  Livestock includes 
Here ford  cat t le  and 50 buffalo (Amer i can  bison).  

Over 50 men  a r e  employed f u l l  - t ime  t o  maintain and operate  the 
ranch and camp.  

A mal t ip le -use  conserl-at ion p rog ram i s  an in tegral  pa r t  of the 
Philmont operation.  The p r o g r a m ,  w r h i c h  coordinates the manage - 
msn t  of soi l ,  w a t e r ,  r ange ,  f o r e s t ,  and 1.i-:idlife r e s o u r c e s ,  i s  
balanced s o  that no a r e a  of the ranch  becomes overused o r  under-  
developed. Each phase of the conservat ion p r o g r a m  i s  supervised 
by a ful l - t ime specia l is t .  

Each boy essent ia l ly  pe r fo rms  conservat ion n~or 'k during his  t r l p  t o  
Philmont. Scouts a r e  encouraged to  leave c a m p  a r e a s  "better  than 
they found them. I '  

The conservat ion p r o g r a m  includes building e ros ion  d a m s  and stock- 
ing f i sh ,  r iprapping and willow planting, t r e e  pruning,  d e e r  counting, 
building cat t le  t r a i l s ,  and erect ing wate r  t roughs  fo r  game.  

Villa Phi lmonte-  - the original  year - round  r e t r e a t  of Waite Phi l l ips .  
It i s  now used a s  pa r t  of the Volunteer Training Cente r .  

Kit C a r s o n  House--home of the famous scout and t r appe r .  It was  
built on the  s i t e  of the famous Santa F e  t r a i l  a f t e r  Lucien Maxwell 
acquired the Beaubien-Miranda Gran t .  The  home h a s  been r e s to r ed  
by boys under the supervis ion of the camp  d i r ec to r .  

Indian Writ ings--Ancient  pictographs by e a r l y  man.  At th is  s i t e  - 
Scouts may  par t ic ipate  in archeological  excavation. 

"Tooth of T imz"  - - a  9 ,  000-fodt butte which l i e s  to  the southwest  of 
of Scout Headquar te r s .  It i s  the best-known landmark  a t  Philmont.  

Cyphers  Mine--where  boys m a y  explore  a  working gold mine.  

Waite Phil l ips Mountain- - favor i te  mountain climbing a r e a  a t  Philmont.  
The slope ascends  11 ,7  11 feet .  


